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About the Composer
Chandler Darren Comer (b. 1996) is an American composer, arranger, and performer from
Centreville, Virginia. Chandler began writing concert band music at the age of 12 and had his
first piece, Beyond the Clouds, published at the age of |3 by Ludwig Masters Publications. Since
then, he has gone on to write hundreds of compositions for concert band, orchestra, jazz
ensemble, marching band, brass quintet, and various other chamber ensembles. His music has
been premiered and performed across the United States and Canada, and his talents have
been recognized and rewarded. In addition to being a promising young composer of wind, jazz,
and orchestral music, he is a skilled multi-instrumentalist, songwriter, and music producer, and
he is proficient in trombone, trumpet, guitar, and piano. Chandler has also had the wonderful

opportunity to study under renowned mentors and professors, including composer Mark Camphouse, at

George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia.

About the Composition

Located approximately 100 miles from the mainland of the Florida peninsula, Key West is a popular vacation
retreat and tourist spot. It is the southernmost city in the continental United States, and is home to approximately
25,000 residents as of 2019. In addition to the island’s geographical isgfation, it is known for its excellent
ing chickens. The island is only
ross the island on bike or
on foot. Key West Overture is a culmination of all the adventure and intri est, inspired by my 2018

The piece is divided into three main sections. The first sg sure 106, is indicative of “daytime”
soloists in the beginning should play
as staccato and rhythmically precise as possible, a aly other pair of soloists that have the same theme
later in the piece. The middle section (measures “nighttime,” portraying the beautiful sunset, the

cool ocean breeze, nightlife on Duval Street, and th&o auty and mystique of the island. Like in the first
section, unique pairings of soloists show u ices should play out in order to be heard over the
backing textures. Measure 197 marks the begifihi e final section of the piece, which is a recapitulation of

With my experience performing this p nd that the 2nd clarinet, bass clarinet, and bassoon soloists
kground. To ensure that this does not happen, another player from

the section may be added stand out. Cues for the bass clarinet solo have been provided to

the tenor sax and baritone

— Chandler Comer, 20

Key West Overture is winning composition of the 2019 Claude T. Smith Memorial Band Composition Contest.
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Instrumentation List

| — Piccolo

4 — Ist Flute
4 — 2nd Flute
| — Ist Oboe
| —2nd Oboe

3 — Ist Bp Clarinet

3 — 2nd B} Clarinet

3 — 2nd B} Clarinet

2 — Bb Bass Clarinet

2 — Ist Bassoon

| — 2nd Bassoon

2 — Ist Eb Alto Saxophone
2 — 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
2 — Bb Tenor Saxophone

2 — Eb Baritone Saxophone

3 — Ist BbTrumpet

3 — 2nd Bb Trumpet

3 — 3rd Bb Trumpet

2 — Ist F Horn

2 —2nd F Horn

2 —3rd F Horn V

2 —4th F Horn
3 — Ist Trombone
3 — 2nd Trombone

3 — 3rd Trombone

2 — Euphonium

2 — Euphonium TC

4 —Tuba

| — Piano

| —Timpani (4 drums)

5 — Percussion (4 players) v

Snare Drum
Bass Drum
Triangle
Crash Cymbals
Mark Tree
Suspended Cymbal
Whip
Ocean Drum
Splash Cymbal

| — Glockenspiel

| — Marimba

| — Full Conductor Score

Approximate performance time—9:00
Additional scores and parts are available.

To hear a recording of this piece or any other publication, please visit www.kjos.com.
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Full Conductor Score

Dedicated to Robert A. Seidel, and in loving memory of CarolynY. Seidel

Key West Overture

Approx. performance time—9:00 Chandler Comer
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C. Cyms.
S. Cym.
Glock.
Mar.
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